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PARISH OF KILBRIDE : ST BRIDE’S CHURCH 

Rector: The Revd Canon W D Humphries 

The Rectory, 7 Rectory Road, Doagh, Ballyclare BT39 0PT 

Phone: 9334 0225        E-mail: wdhumphries@hotmail.com 

Lay Assistants at Holy Communion 

As per rota 

 
 

Rector’s Churchwarden 

Clarence Gibson: 9332 3761 
 

People’s Churchwarden 

Iris McCormick: 9332 3921 
 
 

Rector’s Glebewarden 

Jim Wilson: 2589 8753 
 

People’s Glebewarden 

Billy Robinson: 07799 863 095 

 
 

Honorary Secretary 

Ivan Topping: 9334 1916 
 

Honorary Treasurer 

Richard Balmer: 9334 1314 
 

FWO Secretary 

Graham Campbell: 9334 0565 
 

Gift Aid Secretaries 

Phyllis Glenn: 9334 0884 

Irene Paget: 9332 3579 

 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Beth Aiken 
 

Sunday School Superintendent 

Eleanor Graham: 9334 0000 

Parochial Hall Organiser 

Alex Johnston: 9334 9393 
 

Caretaker 

Jean Johnston: 9334 9393 

 
 

Parish Website 

Kilbrideparishchurch.org 

Parish Webmaster: David Holmes 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

This is by arrangement. 

Please contact the Rector at the 

phone number in the top panel. 
 
 

The Rector would be grateful 

for information about 

hospital  admissions 

and discharges. 
 
 

KILBRIDE HERALD 
 

Editorial Panel 

Iris McCormick, Ivan Topping, 

The Rector 

 

 

NEXT ISSUE: 
 

COPY DEADLINE 

Sunday 3 December 
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A THOUGHT 

FOR 

CHRISTMAS 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Believe it or not, we’re  only a few 

weeks away from   Christmas—it’s 

looming, and already people have 

quickened their pace—ordering 

the turkey, buying  presents, and 

inadvertently pumping up the 

blood pressure as well! 

 

Mind you, no matter how much we 

complain about it, there’s few of us 

would be without it! 

 

It’s round about now  that  we  

expect a word from the Church—a 

word to remind us that in all the 

hustle and bustle, we shouldn’t 

forget the real  meaning  of  

Christmas. 

 

But what is the real meaning of 

Christmas?  Is it a lovely story 

about a baby born in a stable?  Is 

it the visit of the shepherds, or the 

homage paid to the child by the 

wise men?  Is it the fact that the 

baby’s birth was heralded by a 

star? 

 

All these things are  part  of  

Christmas—and a very important 

part.  The account of our Lord’s 

birth brings a lump to the throat 

when  we hear it read every year, 

and we couldn’t think of Christmas 

without it.  But you know, there’s 

something about Christmas which 

is even more important than that 

lovely story, and it’s this: 

 

GOD BECAME MAN.  That is the 

most important thing  about  

Christmas, and that is the real 

meaning of Christmas.   “God  

became    man.”    That’s   a  mind

-blowing event; to think that the 

great   and   mighty   God,      all-

powerful,   all-holy,   immortal, 

eternal, would allow  himself to 

become a frail,  weak  human  

being, so that men and women 

could actually see him. 

 

This then, is the one essential of 

Christmas, and Christmas will not 

be celebrated properly unless we 

stop to ponder on this great fact.   

 

As St John puts it in the prologue 

of his Gospel account:  “The Word 

became flesh and dwelt among 

us.” 

 

May God give us his joy this 

Christmas and always. 
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HOLY BAPTISM 

17 September 2017 

Erik Ryan Baine 

Cogry  

 

15 October 

Rupert Waterfield 

Templepatrick 

 

HOLY MATRIMONY 
9 September 

Graham Scott & Robyn James 

both of this parish. 

 

CHRISTIAN BURIAL 
11 October 

Esler Turkington 

Ballyclare Nursing Home 

 

The Baptism of Erik Baine 

(Other Baptism photos to come.) 

Let’s just use this space to 

thank all our volunteers who 

beaver away at many kinds of 

jobs in the parish throughout 

the year. 

Those often unsung heroes are 

the backbone of the parish—

may God bless you richly in 

your cheerfully and enthusias-

tically performed service! 
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A BIG 60TH CHRISTIAN AID WEEK THANK YOU 
 

                                                                                              

Dear friends, 

Thank you for all your hard work in making Christian Aid Week happen. 

Your efforts, combined with those by other volunteers and churches  

across Northern Ireland, saw over £500,000 reach us by the end of July.  

Whilst it is too early to say how Christian Aid Week has gone overall, 

we have noticed that many of you were up on last year which is very 

encouraging. 

    This year was our 60th Christian Aid Week. Thank you for joining us 

and for demonstrating love in action, whether it was your first or sixtieth 

Christian Aid Week. We are incredibly grateful for the generosity and 

goodwill of all our supporters, who go to immense efforts to stand up 

against injustice and raise vital funds for life-changing work with people 

in need. Your continuing support is really appreciated and enables us to 

respond both appropriately and effectively through our partners in some 

of the world's poorest communities. 

 

With every blessing, 

 

Helen Newell  Senior Church and Community Officer, Christian Aid. 

GREAT CRAIC AT THE 

BEETLE DRIVE 

We all had a fantastic time at the 

Beetle Drive at the end of Septem-

ber.  Young and old joined in the 

fun; some were old hands and  

others were playing Beetle for the 

first time! 

 

The drawing of the beetles was 

quite hilarious, and some of the 

young people   got    very big  

scores!  The winners in each sec-

tion were duly rewarded, and you’ll 

see the prize-winners on the front 

cover. 

 

The reason for the  

Beetle Drive was to 

have a social event 

close to the beginning 

of the autumn session, 

when everyone had come back 

from holidays, but we think we’ll 

have to do another one in the very 

near future, so great was the fun! 

 

Many thanks to all involved in the 

event, and especially to  the  

members of the logistics team, 

who did all the planning. 
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The Services 

at St Bride’s 

[1] Sunday 5 November 

Trinity 21 

11.00am Holy Communion 

6.00am Prayers for Healing 

 

[2] Sunday 12 November 

Trinity 22 

11.00am Morning Prayer 

& Act of Remembrance 

 

[3] Sunday 19 November 

Trinity 23 

11.00am The Rite of 

Confirmation 

administered by he Bishop of Connor 

 

[4] Sunday 26 November 

Sunday next before Advent 

11.00am Morning Prayer 

 

[1] Sunday 3 December 

Advent 1 

11.00am Advent Carol Service 

6.00pm Prayers for Healing 

 

Monday 4 December 

7.00pm Boys’ Carol Service 

 

Thursday 7 December 

7.00pm Girls’ Carol Service 

 

[2] Sunday 10 November 

Advent 2 

11.00am Morning Prayer 

Tuesday 12 December 

7.30pm Masonic Carol Service 

 

[3] Sunday 17 December 

Advent 3 

11.00am Holy Communion 

(Family Service) 

6.00pm A Service of 

Nine Lessons & Carols 
with the Ballyclare Flute Band 

 

[4] Sunday 24 December 

Advent 4 (Christmas Eve) 

11.00am Morning Prayer 

11.30pm Midnight 

Holy Communion 

 

[5] Sunday 31 December 

Christmas 1 

11.00am Morning Prayer 

 

Monday 1 January 2018 

The Naming of Jesus 

11.00am Holy Communion 

followed by new year refreshments in the 

Parish Room 

 

[1] Sunday 7 January 

Epiphany 1 

11.00am Holy Communion 

6.00pm Prayers for Healing 
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Forum has got off to a good 

start, and we’re approaching the 

end of our Autumn session. 

 

We’ve taken a look at bits of the 

Bible and tried to read between the 

lines, so that we can get a good 

picture of what was going on two 

thousand years ago.  We’ve been 

able to chat about the bits we’ve 

read, and quite a few of them have 

been   both   interesting   and  

challenging. 

 

There’s only one thing—our num-

bers are small.  Surely there must 

be more people who are free for 

an hour on Thursday nights, and 

who want to make the Bible an 

exciting resource for Christian  

living. 

 

If you’re one of those, then you’ll 

be very welcome at Forum.  Oh, 

and we also get a cup of tea and a 

piece of shortbread! 

A CHANGE TO THE 

SERVICES 
 

Please note that there will be a 

change to the normal running of 

services over Christmas and 

New Year, as follows: 

 

The watchnight service on New 

Year’s Eve will be replaced by a 

service of Holy Communion on 

New Year’s Day (11.00am) —

which the Church  of  Ireland    

celebrates as  the  Naming of Je-

sus. 

 

We will also offer thanks to Al-

mighty God for all that is past and 

for another new year, and we will 

finish with fruit punch and short-

bread in the Parish Room.  As 

New Year’s Day is a public holi-

day, we do hope that a large num-

ber of  parishioners  (and visitors) 

will come and rededicate them-

selves to the service of our Lord at 

the beginning of another year. 
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Hey!  

Why haven’t we 

heard anything 

more about the 

Time 

Capsule? 
 

 

That’s because we’ve been giving you some time to think up your 

ideas, and they’re starting to come in now.  So what about you?  

Or your organisation?  Have you thought of anything yet? 

 

Remember, we want people to be amazed at the history they dig up in 

fifty   years  time,  and  we  want  those  who  are  now  very  young  

parishioners to remember what they put into the capsule when it is 

brought up. 

 

We hope to say a  fond  farewell  to  our  items  in  January,  with  a  

ceremonial interment at the beginning of February—but that depends a 

lot on the weather.  If we have a frosty winter, it might be too hard to dig 

the hole! 

 

Will our time capsule look like that box in the photo? 

Mmmm...probably not.  First of all, it will be a little bigger, and as far as 

possible it will be airtight, damp-proof, insect-proof, rot-proof, and will 

also be proofed against anything else that might damage the contents. 

 

Where will the capsule be buried? 

Well, that’s a secret known only to the Select Vestry at the moment, but 

it will certainly be in the church grounds. 

 

Very soon our organisations will be asked what they’re putting in the 

capsule.  Have you got yours ready yet? 
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PARISH OF KILBRIDE 

St Bride’s Church 

 

You are warmly invited 

to the 
 

Lighting  
of the 

Christmas Tree 
 

in the  church grounds 

on Saturday 16 December 

at 6.00pm 

 

In Attendance: 

An ensemble from the 1st Old Boys Silver Band 

 

Christmas refreshments …..Santa Claus 

Good Christmas Fun! 

 

Come along and bring your friends! 
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Advent!    Dark  mornings,  dark  

evenings, but the darkness is about 

to be vanquished by the light of 

Christmas.  And beyond Christmas, 

and the glorious light of Easter, there 

is the ultimate light  of  Christ’s  

promised return one day. 

Enjoy the Advent readings:  “The 

people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light,”  “Arise, shine, for 

your light has come, and the glory of 

the Lord has  risen  upon  you.”     

Advent reminds us that our God 

brings light into the darkness. 

CONFIRMATION 
TO TAKE PLACE IN ST BRIDE’S 

 

Your prayers are requested for Jacob, Tegan and Ash-

ley, Alan, Steven, Beth, Dorothy, Louise and David.  

They are to be Confirmed by the Bishop on Sunday 19 

November in St Bride’s—a big step for all of them. 

It may well be that their relatives will be in church on that 

Sunday to witness this great event—and we will certainly 

welcome all who come, as we always do—but it is im-

portant to remember that these candidates are all mem-

bers of our parish family, and so it is hoped that all our 

people will be in church to support them. 

Your prayers for them, right up until the day of Confirma-

tion, would be welcome. 
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THE RECTORY 
 

A  SELECT  VESTRY 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
10th September 2017 

 

 

As many of you will know there was an announcement on behalf of 

the   Select  Vestry   at   morning   service   on   10
th

    September  

regarding  the  future  of  the  Rectory.  

 

The purpose of that announcement was to let Parishioners know that, 

sadly, after a  great  deal  of   thought,   discussion    and professional  

advice, the Select Vestry had come to the conclusion that it was no longer 

a financially sound proposition to retain and maintain the present Rectory. 

This is entirely due to the age and declining condition of the Rectory. As 

we know the Rectory has been part of the Parish for 120 years and so it 

was a very difficult  decision,  but  pragmatism  and  the  best  financial  

interests of the Parish had to come first.  

 

It will be a fairly long and difficult route to replace the Rectory, with many 

hurdles to overcome, but just  as  we  have  done  in  the  past  when  

confronted with challenges we are confident we can overcome these. 

Challenges will obviously include raising the money  to   finance   the   

project, as well as receiving Diocesan and Representative Church Body 

approval, and obtaining  planning  permission  from   the   appropriate  

authorities. 

 

But replacing the Rectory with a new purpose-built Rectory will be a 

strong vote of confidence by the Parish in its long-term future. We are  

approaching our 150
th
 Anniversary celebrations and what better way to 

show our confidence in the future of the Parish can  there   be   than  

working hard at this project during  our  period  of   celebration  to   

demonstrate that confidence.   (For anyone interested, the full text of the 

announcement can be viewed on the Parish Website in the ‘News’ tab.)  

 

Ivan Topping (Hon. Secretary) 
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Some of the ladies at their recent Craft Evening—a great way to get the 

term started! 
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APPLES  

AT THE RECTORY 
Parishioners are welcome to 

take apples from the Rectory 

grounds.   

 

Don’t bother to ring the 

bell—just bring a bucket and 

a stick, and go ahead! 

The Scout Troop this year has 

got its largest membership of  

recent years with 22 scouts on 

the books, and have a busy 

schedule of events planned until 

the end of the year.   

The focus is on the DIY badge, to 

give the young people some 

knowledge of how to deal with 

emergencies in the home, and 

carry out some DIY tasks. 

They will also be visiting  the  

Aviation   Society   and     New-

townabbey Police Station, as well 

as some day hill walking and a 

night walk.  These are in addition 

to the regular meeting nights, 

where the scouts face individual 

team challenges, learn life skills 

and  leadership  as  well  as  en-

joying a wide range of games 

and activities  while learning new 

skills. 

The increased number of scouts 

is adding an extra challenge for 

the  leadership  team.  So  if   

anyone is interested  in youth 

work, being outdoors or learning 

new skills, please get in touch 

with the scout troop. 

There is no need to commit to 

being there every week  and  

everybody has something they 

can offer to the development of 

our young people, even if it is just 

as a guest speaker  at  one  

evening. 

Thanks in advance, 

 

Martin Adams 

Scout Leader, 

1st Kilbride Scouts. 
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KILBRIDE FOLK 

SHOW THEIR EXPERTISE 

AT PARKGATE 
 

A huge amount of fun was had at 

the  Clay  Pigeon  Shoot  on   

Donegore Hill last month.  Some 

of the novices proved to be very 

good shots, including Neil Paget, 

Alan  McCleod  and  Rodney  Wil-

son.   Even    the  Rector  man-

aged five! 

 

Many thanks to Clarence for his 

organisation, and to the ladies for 

keeping the food coming!  Thanks 

also to the Parkgate folk for host-

ing the event, and to PJ who was 

our instructor for the morning.  

Let’s do it again! 

Above: George shows how it should 

be done. 

Below: A few of the Kilbride folks who 

took part. 
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We’re about to move into St 

Bride’s 150th year, and so we’ve 

started the autumn session in 

celebratory mood as we ap-

proach the time of the big birth-

day (9 June 1868). 

We decided not to start off with a 

bang which we might not be able 

to maintain for several months,  

but rather gradually work up to 

the big day. 

First of all, you’ll see more social 

events of various kinds.  We be-

gan the term with a Beetle Drive, 

at which we had endless fun, and 

then we went off to Donegore Hill 

for a Clay Pigeon Shoot—with 

just as much craic! 

Later this session we’ll have the 

third in our music recital series 

with “Renaissance”, a well known 

choral group conducted by the 

Revd Dr Ian Mills.  They’ll give a 

recital of light music, i.e., music 

for everybody, and then next term 

we’ll have the Ballyclare Male 

Choir to entertain us. 

You’ll also notice that the side 

chapel is being re-ordered.  It has 

already been painted, and very 

soon the Holy Table within it will 

be renovated, and other repairs 

will be carried out, so that the 

chapel can once again have a 

dual purpose—it can be used for 

services and also continue as the 

“cry baby chapel” as it has come 

to be known! 

Towards the end of the winter 

we’ll put down the time capsule—

we already know about that— 

and next year we’ll have three big 

services of thanksgiving in 

church, with the biggest and the 

greatest being Sunday 10 June at 

3.30pm, when the Most  Revd 

Richard Clarke, Archbishop of 

Armagh and Pimate of All Ireland, 

will preach. 

There are other events lined up 

for the coming months, and we 

need to remember that in it all—in 

everything we do in celebratory 

mood—give thanks to Almighty 

God for St Bride’s, and for the 

people who have worshipped and 

witnessed there over the years. 
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DID YOU 

Why did our Lord institute the 

Sacrament of Holy Commun-

ion? 

For two reasons: so that we 

could always remember his sac-

rifice on the cross, and to 

strengthen and refresh our souls. 

How should we come to Holy 

Communion? 

We should always come with a 

sense of unworthiness, asking 

God’s forgiveness of our sins, 

and trusting in his great love and 

mercy. 

Some people feel that they are 

not good enough to come to 

Holy Communion.  Are they 

right? 

No one is good enough to come 

to Holy Communion, but our Lord 

gave us a command: “Do this in 

remembrance of me,” therefore 

we should come. 

There is a prayer in the service 

known as the Prayer of Humble 

Access.  As we say this prayer 

there is a sense in which we can 

feel our Lord inviting us to come, 

even though we are very much 

aware of our own sinfulness: 

We do not presume to come to 

this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteous-

ness, but in your manifold and 

great mercies.  We are not wor-

thy so much as to gather up the 

crumbs under your table.  But 

you are the same Lord, whose 

nature is always to have mercy:  

Grant us therefore, gracious 

Lord, so to eat the flesh of your 

dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 

drink his blood, that our sinful 

bodies may be made clean by 

his body, and our souls washed 

through his most precious blood, 

that we may evermore dwell in 

him, and he in us. 

How often should we come to 

Holy Communion? 

That is up to the individual.  At 

the moment, Holy Communion is 

celebrated in St Bride’s twice a 

month.   

We would like to be able to offer 

the Holy Communion weekly, but 

that would NOT involve any 

changes to the 11.00am service.  

Instead, Holy Communion would 

be held at an earlier time on the 

2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays. 

If you would like to come to an 

earlier celebration of Holy Com-

munion on these Sundays, just 

let the Rector know. 
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NOTES FROM THE 

ORGAN BENCH 
 

A warm welcome to Liz 

McWilliams (soprano) who re-

cently joined our choir.  Her an-

gelic voice blends beautifully into 

our soprano section. 

We’re also delighted to welcome 

a cappella choir, Renaissance, as 

the first in our 2017-18 Kilbride 

Recital Series.   

Watch the notice sheets about 

ticket information, and please 

save the date of Friday, 24th No-

vember, for what will be a most 

enjoyable evening.  For more 

information, visit 

www.renaissancebelfast.com. 

As Bing Crosby sings, 

“Christmas is A Comin’”.  So why 

not join our Occasional Choir and 

sing along with us your favourite 

carols and anthems during the 

Christmas season?  Previous 

experience is not necessary – 

just turn up on Sunday mornings 

at 9:30 in the Parish Room 

where you’ll find lively folks hav-

ing a good time.   

No year-long commitment is re-

quired, only 4 weeks’ rehearsals 

(19th and 26th November and 3rd 

and 10th December – or as many 

as you can make).   

Then we’ll perform our Christmas 

music on 17th and 24th Decem-

ber.  For further information, con-

tact Beth or Alistair. 

CHRISTMAS 

CARDS 
(with photos of St Bride’s) 

£5 per pack of eight. 

Two of each design, 

with envelopes. 

See Clarence for details. 

 

CALENDARS 
(with photos of St Bride’s) 

These will be available soon. 

Listen out for details in church. 
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TENNYSON 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson,  the  

longest-serving British Poet  

Laureate, died 125 years ago at 

this time, aged 83. Perhaps best 

known for The Charge of the 

Light Brigade, he had been 

made Poet Laureate in 1850. 

 

Holding   rather  unorthodox  

religious views, ranging from 

agnosticism to pantheism, he based much of his poetry on classical 

myths, though one of his most famous works – much admired by Queen 

Victoria – was In Memoriam A H H, dedicated to his friend Arthur 

Hallam, after whom his son was named. 

Tennyson was born in Lincolnshire, the son and grandson of vicars. He 

married Emily Sellwood in 1850, when he was 40. His  attempts  at  

drama were unsuccessful, but he is one of the most quoted and best 

loved poets in the English language. He was made a Baron in 1884, 

almost 20 years after initially declining the honour.  

What are you getting your chil-
dren for Christmas?  

How about  life-like  dolls  with  
artificial intelligence and a Lego 
robot which can be controlled from 
an iPad? According to Argos, this 
year’s ‘must-have’  toys  for  
Christmas will be such 
‘blockbuster’ gifts.  
 
The Luvabella doll, at £99.99 has 

fluid movements and responds to 
being fed and cared for like a real 
baby.  

Lego boost (£149.99) lets children 
build five models out of bricks, 
including Vernie the robot, all of 
which can be brought to life by 
coding through a free app that can 
be downloaded to an iPad.  

Staggered?  Me too! 

THE ‘MUST HAVE’ CHRISTMAS TOYS 
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SIX EDITIONS OF THE 

KILBRIDE HERALD 
 

- THAT’S A WHOLE YEAR’S WORTH! 

 

IS OUR PARISH MAGAZINE 

REALLY THAT IMPORTANT? 

 
Yes it is!  Every two months the  Christian  witness of 

THE  KILBRIDE  HERALD   reaches  hundreds  of  

people.  It helps the parishioners of St Bride’s to stay 

in touch with each other, and even more important, it 

helps the church to stay in touch with its community. 

 

Amazing though it may seem, while the HERALD is 

delivered to the doors of our parishioners, it ends up 

in the homes of people of all denominations—and 

not just in the local area either—THE HERALD 

doesn’t  just  go  around Kilbride—it literally goes 

across the world, as every edition is placed on our 

website where it can be read by relatives, friends and 

strangers in other countries! 

 

So the KILBRIDE HERALD is vital, and will continue 

to provide people with a means of Church of Ireland 

contact for a long time to come. 
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A PILGRIMAGE 
to the 

HOLY LAND 

 
22 May—1 June 2018 

 

with Canon David Humphries 

The Revd Amanda Adams and The Revd Andrew Ker 

 

Eleven days based in Jerusalem and the Galilee 

 

 

 

Our pilgrimage will include the sites where the most 

important events in our Lord’s ministry took place, 

and reading the Bible will never be quite the same again. 

 

Booking is open a little early, 

just for the people of Kilbride. 

Pick up a brochure and information leaflet in church. 


